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paper on the Mechanism of Speech and Thought as illustrated by
Pathology.
The following communications have also been promised.
Dr. G. J. Robertson will read the history of a case of Multiple

Mammary Tumour.
Dr. Lloyd Roberts will exhibit some specimens of Distorted Pelves.
Dr. Humphries will read a paper on Scarlatinal Nephritis, and show

specimens illustrating its pathology.
Dr. Dreschfeld and Dr. Ross will exhibit, by means of the Oxyby-

drogen light, Microscopic Sections illustrative of Disease of the Spinal
Cord.

Mr. Jones will show a specimen of Necrosis of the Femur following
Acute Suppurative Periostitis.

Dr. Leech and Mr. Cullingworth will show cases of Pseudo-hyper-
trophic Paralysis.
Members wishing to read papers or to exhibit specimens, are re-

quested to communicate with the Honorary Secretary as soon as pos-
sible.

Dinner will be provided at the Angel Hotel at 6 o'clock. Members
intending to dine, are requested to send their names to Dr. G. Thomson,
Oldham, on or before March Ist.

D. J. LEECH, M.D., Honorary Secretary.
96, Mosley Street, Manchester, February 13th, I878.

NORTH WALES BRANCH.
THE intermediate meeting of this Branch will be held at the Owen
Glyndwr Hotel, Corwen, Merionethshire, on Friday, March 8th, at
I P.M.: R. ROBERTS, Esq., Portmadoc, President.
The Honorary Secretary will relate a case (with specimens) of

Aneurism of the Ascending Aorta.
Members wishing to read papers or exhibit specimens are requested

to communicate at once with the Honorary Secretary.
T. EYTON JONES, M.D., Honorary Secretary.

Wrexham, February i8th, I878.

THAMES VALLEY BRANCH.
THE next meeting of the above Branch will take place at the Griffin
Hotel, Kingston, on March 14th, at 5 o'clock.
Members who may be willing to read papers are requested to com-

municate with the Honorary Secretary as soon as possible.
There will be a dinner after the meeting (7 o'clock) at the above

hotel. Charge, 7s. 6d. each, exclusive of wine.
F. P. ATKINSON, M.D., Honorary Secrdary.

Kingston-on-Thames, February 12th, 1878.

BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH: ORDINARY MEETING.
THE third ordinary meeting of this Branch was held at the York
House, Bath, on Wednesday evening, January 30th. In the unavoid-
able absence of the President (Dr. MARSHALL), Dr. GOODRIDGE pre-
sided. There were present forty-one members.

Neozv Members.-The following gentlemen were duly elected members
of the Association and of the Branch: A. J. Harrison, M. B. (Clifton);
J. G. Smith, Esq. (Bristol); Dudley Loftus Fitzgerald, M.D. (Twer.
ton); Joseph Fuller, Esq. (Shirehampton); William Holman Lower,
Esq. (Olveston); J. Ralph Guy, M.B. (Bristol); S. A. Holman, Esq.,
Deputy Inspector-General (Bath); and Dr. Gardner (Box).

Discussion.-The evening was devoted to a discussion on Hospitalism,
which was introduced by Mr. R. \V. TIBBITS, and led to an animated
debate, in which Drs. Davey and Brabazon, Messrs. W. M. Clarke,
Thompson, Crossman, R. S. Fowler, N. Crisp, and Dobson took part.
-Mr. TIBBITS summed up in reply.

LiVERPOOL MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.-This society held its
fifteenth annual meeting in Hope Hall on January 2Ist. From the
report read on that occasion, it appears that 21,I90 new cases were
entered at the two dispensaries conducted by the society during 1877;
and the total of old and new cases together treated during the same
period reached the large number of 89,o87. In addition, the visits
paid to the houses of the sick were 22,36I; and the average daily
attendance at the combined dispensaries was 347. Short religious
services preceded the ordinary medical work each day; and various
meetings of a more or less religious character were held in the
dispensary premises during the week and on Sundays, which were
numerously attended by the patients and their friends. The expendi-
ture during the past year amounted to upwards of L1,700, and the
present year commenced with a balance in hand of /.

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONIMITTEE OF

COUNCIL.
SIR,-In reply to the questions pointedly put to me by Dr. Grigg, I

may state (i) that I am responsible for the delay which occurred in the
publication of the recent minutes of the Committee of Council, the
delay arising from accidental circumstances. (2.) The selection from
the minutes of the Committee of Council for publication has always
been entrusted to the President of the Council; and, in discharging this
duty, I have always been anxious to follow the practices of my prede-
cessors. As to (3) the publication of a fuller report of the proceedings
of the Committee of Council, I shall be ready to give such directions to
the General Secretary as may meet with the approval of the Committee
of Council.

Dr. Grigg is an ex officio member of the Committee of Council, and
I trust he will not fail to submit the statements contained in his letter
to the consideration of the Committee at its next meeting.-I am, sir,
yours, etc.,

R. WILBRAHAM FALCONER, M.D., President of Council.
Bath, February 1gth, 1878.

THE LOST MEDICAL SCHOOL.
SIR,-Seeing that graduates of other universities are joining the

ranks of those who desire the continued suppression of the Medical
Faculty at Oxford, and being one of those who believe that its establish-
ment there would be greatly to the advantage of the profession, of
science, and of the University, I ask for space for a few remarks on the
subject.

Doubtless, in occasional moments of self-complacency, the few
Oxford graduates in medicine (there are now about sixty-six, of all ages,
on the University books) may feel gratified at the pleasant things said
of them by Dr. Ord and " M.D.Edin." in last week's JOURNAL ; still
more would they congratulate themselves did they quite realise their
steadying and quickening influence on their teachers and fellow-stu-
dents in London. Granting, however, the fullest weight to these com-
pliments, it yet remains for the question to be considered from an
Oxford, not from a London, point of view. Is it the raison d'tre of
the Medical Faculty at Oxford to provide a scattering of good students
to the London hospitals, or her highest function to supply leaven and
salt to the medical schools? Oxford is, or rather should be, a great
centre of learning and education in all branches; and one of the chief
advantages of such centralisation of study is the mutual benefit gained
by the intercourse of different minds working in different spheres of
thought. Surely the good to be gained by the student of the vast and
intricate subject of medicine, from opportunities of mental friction and
wider general culture than could be obtained at one of the London
schools, is no less to be prized than the reciprocal benefit reaped by
other classes of students in the University from a larger admixture of
the scientific and practical element, which is so useful an antidote to
that superficial pedantry and priggishness occasionally attendant on
purely literary studies. I am well assured that one who reveres the
medical profession, and values the general Oxford training, would re-
cognise a most happy result in their more frequent and intimate com-
bination. This point, as well as many others that I would otherwise
touch upon, is so admirably insisted on and clearly argued out by Dr.
Michael Foster, in his recent pamphlet on Medical Education at Cam-
bridge, that I will not venture to enlarge upon it. The pamphlet will
recommend itself to all who love their Alma Mater and their profes-
sion. Dr. Foster shows satisfactorily that it is in the latter years of
medical study, after the purely scientific course has been taken, and
when the mind is engaged on clinical work, that widening influences
should be brought to bear. This is the time when there is such immi-
nent danger of a man settling down into a groove, and, studying medi-
cal diagnosis, for instance, as though it were as simple and definite as
elementary practical chemistry, of becoming a narrow dogmatist, and,
therefore, a bad physician. To no subject matter can the adage, "the
proper study of mankind is man", be applied with such peculiar force
as to that of clinical medicine. And the opportunities for such culture
are plentiful in the social and intellectual intercourse of Oxford.
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With all that is said of the excellence and value of biological teach-
ing, as it exists at Oxford, most will agree; but the implication that
Dr. Ord makes, when speaking of a " retrogressive policy", that scien-
tific study would suffer by the establishment of the Medical Faculty at
Oxford is perfectly gratuitous and against experience. The study of
science for its own sake is very likely to flag when unallied with some
practical element; however pure the idea, however high the aim, it is
not consistent with human experience that research, especially in these
modern days, will not suffer in the long run, if divorced altogether
from some practical bearing. Notoriously, biological and chemical
science have owed much to inedicine. Dr. Michael Foster, who from
a practitioner became a physiologist, says on this context: " Business
is no less the nurse of science than science is the mother of business."
And it is undeniable that biologists are likely to be in far the largest
proportion attracted, as hitherto, from the ranks of medicine. Beginning
to study physiology, as ancillary to medicine, many a man is allured by
its interest to devote his life to it.
The practical arguments against the possibility of clinical instruction

in Oxford, as Dr. Ord would probably admit, are " neither new nior
original". They have been already stated and answered more than
once; and, considering that good and sound clinical work, although of
a voluntary nature, has occasionally been done by a student within the
walls of the much depreciated Radcliffe Infirmary, and is being done in
other hospitals as small and towns no larger than Oxford, perhaps call
for no further comment. As Dr. Payne pointed out, in his letter to
you in the early part of this controversy, the school, if properly
established, will make this hospital all that is necessary for effective
clinical teaching; and the attractions of Oxford, and fair emoluments,
would inevitably ensure a staff of teachers worthy of the reputation of
the University.
The point of the remarks of your correspondent "M.D. Edin." is

somewhat hard to see. After complimenting the Oxford man as " the
highest type of candidate for the special study of the medical art", all
that can be said of him, when he has entered on that study, is that he
" speedily reaches the level of, and in many instances surpasses, the
rank and file of ordinary hospital pupils" ! Is this a great feat for men
of presumably far higher education, and with the start of from four to
six years' seniority in age ?
The failure of your Edinburgh correspondent to " imagine" Oxford

teaching medicine is perhaps of not much argumentative importance;
and the flattering consolation to her, for insignificance in number, of
possessing the corps d'elite of the profession, is too vague to be of value,
for it is scarcely in accordance with facts. Owing probably to the
small total number of Oxford doctors, but very few attain to eminence ;
and the prizes of professional success are in the hands of still fewer. It
would seem, too, that "M.D." was somewhat at a loss for an addi-
tional argument, when, to the statement that the professors at Oxford
" had done splendid work and well maintained the character of their
chairs", he appended a slight bathos as to " certain facilities offered to
himself for study by one of them some years ago".

Lastly, the question seems obvious if, as Dr. Ord implies and "M. D."
says, and some Oxford men think, the Oxford medical graduate is the
salt of the profession, why not let us have some more of it ? Why, in-
stead, is there so much inconsistent opposition to any Oxford rivalry to
London clinical teaching ? Until there is a complete medical curricu-
lum established at Oxford, so long will her graduates be few and far
between. The long course of time alone required for medical gradua-
tion, under the present system, debars many from the mixed advantages
of Oxford and medical training; and the great concurrent expense goes
far to render the Oxford contingent to medicine a plutocracy rather
than an aristocracy. But if, this good element in our midst, the Ox-
ford medical man, were allowed to increase, doubtless many, if not
most, would come to London to study for a time, even as those who
enjoy the "unrivalled" opportunities of London may visit the Con-
tinent; and thus ample opportunity would offer itself to the London
teacher for acknowledging their quickening influence.-I am, sir, yours
faithfully, HORATIO DONK[N, M.A., B.M.Oxon.,

Senior Assistant-Physician to the Westminster
London, February I2th, I878. Hospital.

SIR,-In discussing the question of the " Lost Medical School" at
Oxford, there lies a fallacy which ought at once to be removed. It is
objected that arts and medicine cannot be studied simultaneously;
hence there is no use in their being taught in the same place. But
surely this objection is vain. By the statutes of the University, no
one can present himself at the first examination for the degree in Medi-
cine until after the lapse of nearly two years, at least; after his ac-
quisition of the degree of B.A., unless he has received very especial
honour in the Final School of Natural Science. Now, to obtain this

special honour involves such a range and depth of study, that the pro-
vision practically nullifies itself; for the examinations in Natural
Science are as searching and thorough as the teaching of its professors
is sound and excellent. Consequently, in the natural course of things,
the Oxford student of medicine of the future-who has a certain aca-
demic status at this day as "S.M." if he care to pay the extra fee for
proceeding to this somewhat anomalous distinction-would first apply
himself exclusively to the attainment of his degree in Arts ; the sub-
sequent study of medicine for two years at least in such an atmosphere
of learning could not but be of infinite advantage. Only those who
know what Oxford can offer to her graduates can fairly realise the
value of such an initellectual life.-I am, sir, yours, etc.,

HE3NRY T. WHARTON, M.A.Oxon.
39, St. George's Road, Kilburn, N.W.

THE ADMISSION OF WOMEN TO THE MEMBERSHIP
OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

SIR,-It will, I believe, be matter for great regret to the best friends
of medical women, if any adequiate cause have been given for reopening
the question of the admission of ladies to the British Medical Associa-
tion, in the hostile manner which the letters of your correspondents
denote. The suggestions which more than one of them contain, as to
what is creditable and characteristic of an English lady, prevent me
from entering into any discussion with the writers ; but I naturally feel
called upon to reply to the arguments and plain suggestion in your
temperate article on the subject.
In the first place, allow me to disclaim any share whatsoever in any

action which may have called forth the present ill feeling, or any know-
ledge of it, beyond what I have gathered from the JOURNAL. The
isolation in which I find myself placed, and the absence of common
action between myself and the more prominent representatives of medi-
cal women, ought to relieve me from any responsibility they may have
incurred. I certainly attended the annual meeting in Edinburgh, where
I read a paper on a question of histological chemistry, so framed as not
to shock even extraordinary susceptibilities. The antagonistic feeling
manifested, and the results of the pk!biscile, led me to absent myself
from the subsequent meetings-a course I should probably have per-
sisted in so long as my privileges as a member were not threatened, as
I felt that, by so doing, I should best serve the interests of our cause,
even at the expense of personal gratification.

Referring now to your article, I fail to see how any resolution come
to by the Association can have any retrospective value in depriving any
members of the rights and privileges which, in common with others,
they acquired when thev entered the Association, and which are still to
be enjoyed by the rest of the members. If the privileges referred to
could " in honour or equity", to use a phrase in the laws of the Asso-
ciation, be withdrawn, what really would remain of the privileges of
membership, seeing that the JOURNAL may be bought for sixpence by
anyone, irrespective of membership ? The Association is only volun-
tary in the same sense as other societies are, that is to say, admission
is voluntarily sought by the candidate, and as voluntarily accorded or
refused by the Association.

I cannot admit that the result of the pl4biscite was so startling as to
call for resignation. Less than one-half of the members of the Asso-
ciation thought it worth while to give their opinion on the question -

and of those that did vote, more than one-fourth were in favour of ladies
entering the Association on the footing on which they now stand. If
there is such a thing as the right of minorities, surely this is a case where
it ought to be recognised. I think, moreover, that it is too much to
expect that I should resign in deference to the prejudice of enemies,
and in opposition to the opinion of 1,05I members ; but, my respect
for the latter is so great, that I am quite willing to leave my case in their
hands. They cannot desire so strongly as I do that I should remain
connected with the Association; nevertheless, if they consider, by a
majority, that I ought to leave it, I will bow to their decision. In no
society that I know of would a majority of less than three-fourths suffice
to exclude a member, even for grave misconduct. If, therefore, three-
fourths of the whole of the members of the Association vote, without
further agitation, that the crime of being a medical woman warrants
my being deprived of that membership to which I have already been
admitted, and which I claim never to have forfeited, in that case also I
will resign. I do not think that anyone could, consistently with self-re-
spect, be willing to do more than I offer to do. I need hardly add that
my decision binds no one but myself.-I remain, sir, your obedient ser-
vant, FRANCES ELIZABETH HOGGAN, M.D., L.K.Q.C.P.I.

7, Trevor Terrace, Rutland Gate, S.W., February z8th, I878.


